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6.  Rivalry Between Germany and France.   There was    serious
rivalry between Germany and France.   It was mainly due to Ger-
many's capture of Alsace and Lorraine from   France   during   the
Franco-Prussian War in 1871.   France wanted to get back these pro-
vinces but Germany was determined not to return them.   Another
factor that embittered their relations was the Agadir incident.   Ger-
many sent a gunboat to Agadir, a   port   on the Southern Morocco
coast on the pretext of defending the interests of her nationals but
practically to challenge the special interests of France in Morocco.
Matters could have taken a worse turn, but when England threatened
to help France, Germany stopped her military activities.

7.  Conflict of Interests Between Austria and Russia.   The   an-
nexation of Bosnia and Herzegovina (two provinces in the Balkans
belonging to Serbia) by Austria in 1908 roused the racial jealousy of
Russia.   Austria wanted to check the expansion of    Serbia.   Russia
had strong sympathies with Serbia on account of common race origin.
Germany began to train Turkish soldiers and launched a scheme of
constructing a railway from Constantinople to Baghdad and of Ger-
manising the Balkan States.

8.  Dangerous Situation in the Beginning of   the   20th  Century.
The European situation in the beginning of the 20th century made
war almost inevitable.   Europe was divided into two armed camps
represented by the Triple Alliance and Triple    Entente.   Germany,
Austria and Italy were bound together by the Triple Alliance conclu-
ded by the German Minister, Bismark in 1882.   England, France and
Russia formed a separate diplomatic group called the Triple Entente.
This increased mutual distrust and led to an armament race.   One
writer very aptly described it as a system of "international anarchy".
Thus the  period from 1871  to  1914 may be described as one of
"Armed Peace" for the Continental Powers of Europe.   Though ap-
parently at peace with one another, they busied themselves with mili-
tary preparations and securing allies in view of a possible outbreak
of war.

9.  German Militarism.   The militaristic    temper    of    Germany
constituted a serious danger to the peace of the world.   The whole
German nation was filled with the warlike ideas and her teachers and
professors, as said above, exalted war as the highest function of the
State.   She was ruled by a military class.

10.  Germany's Alliance with the Turks.   Germany made friends
with the Turks in the hope of invading India with their help.   Eng-
land could not tolerate this and strongly resented this alliance.

11.  Misguided Nationalism.   The wrong notion of    nationalism
roused racial arrogance and national hatred.   To retrieve her honour,
France felt agitated to humiliate Germany, the Slav people hated Ger-
many and the national feelings of people like the Serbs, the Bulgars
and the Rumanians gave rise to a number of complicated questions.
Some of the great Powers used their national sentiments to serve their
own selfish purpose and this made the situation still worse.   The press
added to the hatred by setting one people against the other.